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2025 Program Highlights 
 
• Provided via email and our website numerous 
updates, comprehensive resources, and 
guidance to keep nonprofits abreast of the 
constantly changing federal developments 
and connect them with additional resources.  

• Communicated regularly with New Jersey’s U.S. Senators and Representatives 
about the impact of federal funding freezes, related actions, and future 
government funding decisions on nonprofits and the people and communities 
nonprofits serve, and advocated forcefully for policies to mitigate the impact. 

• Shared insights with the media about the 
consequences of federal actions for 
nonprofits and New Jersey residents. (See 
https://njnonprofits.org/NewsArticles/)  

• Conducted online training about 
advocacy and lobbying laws to foster 
greater confidence for nonprofits to 
engage in public policy work. 

• Continued to push for comprehensive 
contract reform legislation in the New 
Jersey legislature. 

• Launched Policy World Wednesdays, 
monthly Zoom calls convened in partnership 
with the Council of New Jersey Grantmakers 
(CNJG) to discuss policy developments of 
import to nonprofits and philanthropy, and 
exchange knowledge and strategies.  
• Hosted 150 changemakers for a day of 
learning and strategic policy discussion at our 
second annual Joint Policy Forum with the 
Council of New Jersey Grantmakers (CNJG). 
• Shared our insights and recommendations 

with the incoming Sherrill Administration to foster a strong policy climate for 
nonprofits and the people and communities of New Jersey. 

https://njnonprofits.org/resources-to-navigate-uncertainty/
https://njnonprofits.org/navigating-uncertainty-in-2025/
https://njnonprofits.org/NewsArticles/
https://njnonprofits.org/event/2024-summer-joint-policy-forum-nonprofit-and-philanthropic-champions-for-new-jersey/
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• Published our annual New Jersey Nonprofits: 
Trends and Outlook survey report, 
documenting levels of financial uncertainty 
and anxiety among nonprofits at levels unseen 
in our previous surveys, and shared the 
findings with state and federal elected officials. 

 
• New Jersey Philanthropy Hub  

An exciting new platform for nonprofits 
and grantmakers, developed by Impala 
and launched by the Council of New 
Jersey Grantmakers in partnership with 
the Center. FREE to all nonprofits and 
foundations through October 2028. Visit 
impala.digital/new-jersey  

• In partnership with multiple organizations, hosted three sessions of a multi-part 
series, “Beyond the Rulings: Strategies to Safeguard Nonprofits in a Shifting 
Legal Landscape,” featuring Lloyd Freeman, Esq., Diversity & Inclusion Officer at 
Buchanan Ingersoll, to update nonprofits about the latest legal developments 
and offer suggestions to help them remain true to their missions and 
communities while mitigating risk to their organizations.   

• Doing Good Better:  In partnership with a cohort of vital leaders, 
released comprehensive goals and a self-assessment/reflection 
tool to equalize funder/nonprofit partnerships and encourage 
funders to re-examine their practices. DGB is a long-term initiative 
coordinated by the Center and CNJG to change how funders and 
nonprofits approach their work in service to the community. 

• Hosted webinars (in addition to events referenced above) on 
topics such as advocacy and lobbying, financial statements, 
contingency planning, creating equitable organization policies, 
self-care, funding and sponsorships for small nonprofits, and others. Visit our 
recorded webinar library for available listings, many free for members. 

• Guest-presented at formal and informal gatherings convened by other 
organizations, including the New Jersey Prevention Network, NJ Coalition Against 
Sexual Assault, YMCA State Alliance, NJ Business & Industry Association, Partners 
in Health Foundation, Atlantic County Queer Alliance, the Office of Senator Andy 
Kim, and others, to a combined audience of more than 1300 people. 

• Continued to provide individualized expert management and compliance 
guidance and referrals through our Nonprofit HelpDesk.   

https://njnonprofits.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/2025AnnualSurveyRpt.pdf
https://impala.digital/new-jersey
https://njnonprofits.org/doing-good-better/
https://njnonprofits.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/DoingGoodBetter_Goals.pdf
https://njnonprofits.org/doing-good-better-funder-self-assessment/
https://njnonprofits.org/doing-good-better-funder-self-assessment/
https://njnonprofits.org/recorded-webinar-library/
https://njnonprofits.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/DoingGoodBetter_Goals.pdf
https://impala.digital/new-jersey
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• Convened 600+ changemakers at another unforgettable Annual Conference. 
• Hosted 20 Member Monday networking and peer learning sessions for members. 
• Hosted two member Speed Networking virtual meet-and-greet, with more in the works. 
• Welcomed friends and colleagues to our annual in-person Open House. 
• Continued to grow our partnership with the Council of New Jersey Grantmakers, 

including joint advocacy initiatives, programming, informal collaborations and 
information sharing. 

 

• March or April 2026 – Beyond the Rulings – in person DEI landscape briefing with 
Lloyd Freeman, Esq. (presented with the Nonprofit Professionals of Color Collective, Pro Bono 
Partnership, Grunin Foundation, NonprofitConnect, Council of New Jersey Grantmakers, Gathering 
Ground, and the Support Center, and supported by the Grunin Foundation, Schumann Fund for New 
Jersey, and Community Foundation of New Jersey) 

• August 2026 - Summer Joint Policy Forum with the Council of New Jersey Grantmakers  
• December 2, 2026 – Annual New Jersey Nonprofits Conference  
• Visit njnonprofits.org/events for the latest schedule! 
 
 
 
  

https://njnonprofits.org/events/


4 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Our staff team 

 
• Linda Czipo, President & CEO – lczipo@njnonprofits.org 
• Debbie Duncan, Director of Education Services – debbie@njnonprofits.org 
• Lavelle Hall, Director of Communications – lavelle@njnonprofits.org  
• Cathy Hawn, Director of Membership – chawn@njnonprofits.org 
• Danielle Robinson, Events & Communications Coordinator – danielle@njnonprofits.org  
• Doug Schoenberger, Government Affairs Specialist – doug@njnonprofits.org 
• Rosalía Velázquez, Director of Strategic Partnerships – rosalia@njnonprofits.org  
• Emma Wagner, Office Assistant – emma@njnonprofits.org  

 
THANK YOU for your support! 

mailto:lczipo@njnonprofits.org
mailto:debbie@njnonprofits.org
mailto:lavelle@njnonprofits.org
mailto:chawn@njnonprofits.org
mailto:danielle@njnonprofits.org
mailto:doug@njnonprofits.org
mailto:rosalia@njnonprofits.org
mailto:emma@njnonprofits.org

